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Tommy Luginbill graduated from the University of Delaware 

with a degree in finance. While completing his undergraduate 

degree, he saw an opportunity to create something that would 

live well beyond his time at UD. As a result, Tommy founded 

the university’s Sigma Pi fraternity. Forming the fraternity was 

“like a boot-camp” in building and running a business, Luginbill 

said, providing him with valuable lessons in how to start an 

organization from the ground up, meet goals for growth, and 

work within the community. 

Upon graduation in 2009, it appeared that the global recession had transformed his finance 

classes into frightening real life studies of an economy gone wrong.  Because hiring freezes 

were the norm, Tommy gathered his energy, his resources and his community relationships 

and launched Grey Matter, a Maryland-based technology firm that specializes in smart 

fabrics. It took several years of hard work and commitment to get his business off the ground; 

Tommy was happily self- employed, and Grey Matter continues to leave a mark on his career. 

As a result of seeing people’s financial dreams derailed, Tommy completed an MBA from the 

Smith School of Business at UMD. As a business owner himself, he has a deep appreciation 

for the hard work, perseverance and the importance of networking within his community. 

He maintains that his network of other talented professionals is paramount, and he notes 

that many of the people who have influenced his career to date include his clients, vendors 

and professional references from other UD and UMD alumni. 

Today, Tommy is the Director of the Entrepreneur & Innovation Institute at College of 

Southern Maryland and also a member of the business faculty department. His focus on 

strategic planning, innovation culture and helping entrepreneur’s make him a valuable 

resource to the college.   

When Tommy isn’t working you will find him mucking horse stalls and volunteering for a 

variety of non-profit organizations. In the future, he hopes to spend more time golfing and 

less time cleaning up after his pets. Aside from his profession, Tommy loves his wife Alison 

and both are involved in a variety of eclectic equine hobbies. 

 


