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The SLBE Program Advantage

The SLBE Program was established to support
the growth and economic vitality of Charles
County small businesses by increasing their

success when participating in county contracts

and other procurement.

All procurements under $25,000 (informal

procurements) are exclusively reserved for qualifying

SLBE businesses if a minimum of three registered
SLBE firms are qualified to submit quotes.

Charles County offers preferences to SLBE firms
bidding on County formal solicitations valued
between $25,000 to $500,000.

There are many benefits for small businesses
participating in the program, including (but not
limited to):

+  Exposure of business products and services to
potential county government customers.

. Learning about business opportunities with
various departments and agencies within
Charles County Government.

+  Receiving technical assistance from Economic
Development Department staff.

+  Learning about other state and federal
contracting opportunities.

. Networking with and learning from other
businesses.

«  Contributing to the growth of the Charles
County economy.

SLBE Criteria

To participate in the SLBE Program, a small

business should:

+  Be afor-profit business and independently
owned (no brokers or subsidiaries).

*  Beregistered and certified with the State
of Maryland's Small Business Reserve (SBR)
Program and registered with eMaryland
Marketplace Advantage (eMMA).

+  Have its headquarters located in Charles
County; or have a branch or satellite office in
Charles County that generates at least 25% of
the company’s annual gross sales; or have 25%
of its full-time equivalent employees residing in
Charles County.

Charles County Government departments buy goods
and services directly, with guidance and assistance
from the Purchasing Division. Small businesses that
are also minority-owned or woman-owned may
participate in the County's Minority and Women-
Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE) program. Simply
complete an addendum with the SLBE application to
also receive MWBE designation.



